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Background PFAS Rulemaking Implementation 

• Need for rulemaking
• Process
• Scope of final rule
• Agency PFAS 

Strategic Plan

• Site prioritization
• Screening values 
• Takeaways

• Voluntary 
sampling in 
Oregon

• Results



Background – PFAS in Cleanup Program

• Voluntary testing since 2017

– military, airports and fire training, plating and 
other industry

• PFAS present in soil, groundwater, fish, 
surface and drinking water

• Firefighting foam = high concentrations
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Note photo: Columbia slough

Other programs
Cleaner Air Oregon reporting requirements
Drinking Water Protection Program source water assessments
Lab public water system sampling

Other programs also considering PFAS: solid waste, haz waste, biosolids



PFAS in Groundwater
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• Parts per trillion (ppt) max PFOA+PFOS
• Drinking water standards: 4 ppt

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Map created by DEQ in ESRI’s ArcGIS Pro with data from DEQ's Cleanup Program. Inset map shows close up of the Portland Metro area.




PFAS in Public Drinking Water
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WR:
• 18/124 with 

detections
• 16 exceed MCLs

ER: 
• 8/64 with 

detections
• 5 exceed MCLs

NWR: 
• 10/70 with 

detections
• 3 exceed MCLs

UCMR 5 and ongoing 
OHA testing

~10% exceed MCL

Additional testing 
ongoing of 900+ small 
PWS; results in 2026-
2027

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
All large systems have been tested (how many?)
~10% exceed EPA-established drinking water standards (how many?)
Ongoing small system sampling by OHA and DEQ (how many?)



PFAS in Fish

6

OHA fish tissue screening level value: 2 ppb

Fish exceedances across state, including rural areas and 
larger cities, and several species:

Location Species Conc (ppb)
Columbia Slough Largemouth Bass and 

Largescale Sucker*
610

Willamette River (Portland) Carp 10
Willamette River (Eugene) Northern Pikeminnow 8.4
Rogue River (Grant’s Pass) Valley 
of the Rogue State Park

Cutthroat Trout 5.4

Tualatin River (Hillsboro) Rood 
Bridge Park

Largescale Sucker 
and Carp

7.2-10.4

McKenzie River Mountain Whitefish 3

*Based on Concentration in Blood

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Ongoing sampling of Columbia Slough for fish and sediment by City

Emphasize recreational fishing in these areas



Need for rulemaking
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• PFAS are found at toxic levels in 
Oregon

• More sites suspected, DEQ lacked 
authority to require investigation 
and cleanup

• Rulemaking was needed to 
address commonly detected PFAS 
with established toxicity at Cleanup 
sites



PFAS 2025 rulemaking
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RAC meeting

Nov. 2024

RAC meeting

Jan. 2025

Public comment

April 2025

EQC informational 
item

July 2025

EQC approval

Sept. 2025 

Implementation 
begins

Oct. 2025

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes






Rulemaking

Added six PFAS as Oregon hazardous substances
PFOA, PFOS, PFHxS, PFNA, PFBS, and GenX (HFPO-DA) 

Readopt federal list of hazardous substances
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Over 800 hazardous substances
Our focus is on sources and not passive receivers 
Two are fed haz substances
All 6 have MCLs, though 4 may be rolled back
PFAS listed separately in rule, federal changes would not impact their listing in Oregon rule



Agency PFAS Strategic Plan
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Reduce
PFAS Sources to 
the Environment 
through 
Consumer, 
Industrial, and 
Commercial 
Products 

Manage
Releases and 
Emissions of 
PFAS to the 
Environment

Research
Research and 
Gather Scientific 
Data on PFAS 
for Decision 
Making

Engage
 Engage and 
Collaborate with 
Internal and 
External Parties

More information on the PFAS strategic plan webpage

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
4 primary goals 
Looking forward: implementation
Cleanup’s work falls primarily in the manage goal


https://www.oregon.gov/deq/hazards-and-cleanup/toxicreduction/pages/pfas-in-oregon.aspx


Site Prioritization
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TIER 1 SITE CATEGORIES

TIER 2 SITE CATEGORIES

TIER 1 SITE CATEGORIES

Airports, Military Installations, Fire Training Facilities

Bulk Fuel Facilities
and Refineries Metal Platers

Semiconductor and 
Electronics Manufacturing

Plastics and Chemical 
Manufacturing

Dry Cleaning and 
Commercial Laundry

Inks, Films, and Coatings 
Manufacturing and Printing

Textile and Leather 
Manufacturing and Repair

Pulp and Paper Mills and 
Product Manufacturing
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Site Prioritization

• Statewide site prioritization ongoing; 
map tool in development

• Integrates drinking water, 
habitat/eco, EJ concerns
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Risk Assessment
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 DEQ human health screening values (RBCs) 
have been developed

 Most will conform with existing EPA values 
(RSLs)

 RBCs will be developed for exposures not 
covered by EPA

 Finalization end of 2025, as part of updated 
RBCs for all regulated contaminants



Takeaways
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 DEQ Cleanup now regulates 6 PFAS compounds and will incorporate into 
sites like any other hazardous substance

 Focusing on Tier 1 and Tier 2 sites

 There are standard methods for investigation and cleanup options

 Updated RBCs will be available soon

 Resources are available and we are here to help 



Resources
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 PFAS rulemaking webpage (includes Fact Sheet)
 Cleanup Program PFAS webpage
 Cleanup PFAS workgroup email: 

CleanupPFASWorkGroup@deq.Oregon.gov

https://www.oregon.gov/deq/rulemaking/pages/pfas-2025.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/deq/hazards-and-cleanup/env-cleanup/pages/pfascleanup.aspx
mailto:CleanupPFASWorkGroup@deq.Oregon.gov
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Thank you!



Title VI and alternative formats

DEQ does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, disability, age or sex in 
administration of its programs or activities. 

Visit DEQ’s Civil Rights and Environmental Justice page.

Español |  한국어  | 繁體中文  |  Pусский  |  Tiếng Việt | العربیة
Contact: 800-452-4011  |  TTY: 711  |  deqinfo@deq.state.or.us 
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https://www.oregon.gov/deq/about-us/Pages/titleVIaccess.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/deq/about-us/Pages/titleVIaccess.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/deq/about-us/Pages/titleVIaccess.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/deq/about-us/Pages/titleVIaccess.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/deq/about-us/Pages/titleVIaccess.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/deq/about-us/Pages/titleVIaccess.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/deq/about-us/Pages/titleVIaccess.aspx
mailto:deqinfo@deq.state.or.us
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